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POST OFFICE BOX 545
WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 71291

Mq

5, 1966

John Allen Chalk
542 North Washington
Cookeville., Tennessee
Dear John Allen,
It was good to talk to you the other day. I could sympathize with you because
I could rather feel the strain that you must be in. This situation will
continue to exist until you leave Cookeville., however., I am sure.
'
I stated to you that Harold Poland was asked to leave the place where he has
been preaching here in Monroe, Louisiana. I did not mean to cast any reflection upon the character of Brother Poland by doing this. In my estimation
Harold is a fine person. It is no disgrace to be dismissed from a congregation. Sometimes it is a privilege and an honor. In his case I feel that
he was honored by being dismissed. I am not going into the gory ·details of
the situation but suffice it to say that I have been acquainted with Harold
for a long time and I have never seen anything but good in this man.
John, I do not cla:im to lmow all about the trouble and the confusion that
exists at the Co~town Church in Monroe where Harold has been preaching.
I have not tried to find out much about it; on the contrary I have tried to
keep out of it. I feel, however., that I can state with assurance that this
ordeal has not hurt the effectiveness of Harold Poland. In fact, I -would
think that he would be a better man now than ever before. He has received
a hurt, yes. But, along with this he has received an experience that he w.i.11
profit by. I am sure that, in many wa:y., he is an older and more mature person
ncm than he was a few months age. He has had the misfortune of having to
lose confidence in some Christians that he gad great confidence in before.
I imagine we have all experienced this though.
From what I can see, Harold is an intelligent man, one who is dedicated and
a real good worker. He has a lot of wisdom., seemingly., in that head ot his
and I think he woul.d do a good job for the church there; however., I want to
say this, do not base your opinions on Harold solely on what I sey. You just
be your own judge after hearing him and looking him over. I like Harold and
I might let my heart rule my head.
John, I hope everything works out well for you and that your move to Abilene
proves both successful and enjoyable. · As to the possibility of my caning to
Cookeville to speak to the Broad Street church about World Radio, I wrote a
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letter to the elders and enclosed some brochures. You probably saw this.
If such an appointment can be made, it will be fine. If not, I will surely
understand. I hope that we may meet again soon. We love you and appreciate
you more than we could ever say in words. May God's richest blessings continue
with you is our prayer.
In Christian

(;2
Don Stars
DS:mfs
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April 19, 196,

Mr. John Allen Chalk
Broad st. Church of Christ
521 s. Jefferson
P. o. Box 514
Cookeville, Tennessee 38501
Dear John Allen,
Enclosed is a complimentary copy of Book II of "The Dating Game." As:..
suspected they were two weeks behind schedule. I had hoped to send it
the first of April. Under separate cover I am mailing the 5 Library coi
you ordered some months ago. The bill is enclosed herewith.
Don was in the hospital. for a minor operation a few weeks ago but will
be up and at 'em and back on the road this weekend. Even though he has
been recuperating, it has been good to have him home this month. Tell Sl'
that's a good way to keep you home awhile~well, not so good on you~jt
ask Donl
It's good to see you now and them.. I guess the next time will be in
during the Teacher's Workshop at Abilene. Wish you all were already
there but we are looking forward to the time when you will be.
Give our love to Sue and the children.
In Him,

f\\~
Marian Starks
mfs
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